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Divisions for classifying crop tolerance
to salinity (adapted from Maas 1986)
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Table 2. Salt tolerance of vegetable crops as determined by soil salinity (EC.) and irrigation water
salinity (ECyy).

Soil Irrigation Water
Vegetable Threshold ! (dS-m™1) Slope Threshold 2 (dS-m~1)  Rating ?
EC. (% per dS-m~1) ECw
Asparagus 41 2.0 27 T
Bean 1.0 19.0 0.7 5
Broccoli 28 9.2 1.9 MS
Carrot 1.0 14.0 0.7 5
Cauliflower - - 1.9 MS
Celery 1.8 6.2 1.2 MS
Eggplant 11 6.9 0.7 MS
Lettuce 20 13.0 09 MS
Muskmelon 1.0 1.0 - MS
Okra 1.2 - - 5
Onion 12 16.0 0.8 S
Pea 15 146 - MS
Pepper 1.5 14.0 1.0 MS
Potato 1.7 120 11 MS
Purslane 63 9.6 - MT
Red beet 40 - 27 MT
Spinach 20 7.6 13 5
Strawberry 1.0 33.0 0.7 5
Tomato 25 9.9 1.7 MS

12 Adapted from Maas and Hoffman [37], Maas and Grattan [46] and Grattan [44]—Data not available.
EC.—electrical conductivity (EC) of saturated paste extract of soil. ECyy—electrical conductivity (EC) of irrigation
water.? S = sensitive, MS = moderately sensitive, MT = moderately tolerant, T = tolerant
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